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PERSECUTION: 


e "Ark 
CONSCIENCE. «« 


Aving met lately with a Book Entituled (Compu/ſion 
of Conſcience Cindewned) ſo much ſtuffed with Digre(- 
ons, which gives an Umbrage to the Scope of the 

„ AiMatter, and renders it tedious to the Reader, mo- 
ved me to fet don theſe ſentiments in ſhort, for the better 
Proof of the argument upon ſo material a Subject, not wrong» 
ing the Original, nor refſecting upon any particular perſwaſi- 
or but for the the general good of all, Which is as follow- 


Since we have ſo happilyſhaken of that intollerable Yoke 
of Popiſh ny (which neither we nor our forefathers 
were able to bear) it is become to us not only Tyrannical , but 
Abſbrd, to compel others to a way, that our ſelves confeſs , 
may poſſibly be erroneous. ' 

If any opinion be probably true, perſecution in thaticaſe is 
l IF eve, anghe ae perde e ache 

le, 1 De, i p sone an to 
the utter deftriitior' of all Society, r.. | 

We ſee one Parliament repeals thoſe Articles of Faith, which 
a former Enacted, that form of Worſhip which the Laws had 
introduced in after times was generally _— and ſince 
that a Reformation Sealed with ſo ſolemn a Co t, and car- 
ried on with ſo furious a zeal , was ſoon diſcovered to better 
lights to be merely human, and therefore deſervedly laid alide, 

how prepoſterous is it then to-conſtrain a ſoul not only to for- 
fake his conſcience, which may be truth, but drive him contra- 
ry to his own heart, to a way that may be-ecrour: | 
Since the Word of God is the ſole Rule of Faith, and no hu- 
man Authority fo highly impowred , as to bind up our aſſerts 
to whatſoever Interpretation it hal! pleaſe to propoſe lt cots 
L 2 y 


Ca) 
ly follows, that as allthe Children of God have equal latereſt 
in the Teſtament of thei — ſono 0 amongſt them has 


any right to impoſe or fi the Jo fh Brother, 
one holds Baptiſm of Children to be neceſlary ; another eſteems 
it unlawful; a third denys both theſe Opinions, admitting 
well that it may, but not that it muſt be done: They confer 
Texts, look into 19 ves, Pray incellantly to God, 
and profeſs ſolemnly the of, ae tention; J after 
all their dilligences and — "ſtedfaſtly reriſain in their 
former perſwaſion ; truly for my part he that ſhould adviſe 
Perſecution in ſuch «Caſe (unleſs bis Fire 
with it to demonſtrate the Truth) would ſcarce title my ſaſ- 


pition , that his Coals were fetcht from. the Infernal 

If we reflect upon the Diels tu < 2 12 
way to truth, fer 2 
withal confider the ſhortneſs of our ©, for her we 
in part, andunderſtand hut in part 


reaſon to endeavour the — Aſſ Aſſiſtance and 

licious ruine and deſtruction one of another. 

| However ſince ali have peitherrequal ä 
ment, nor the ſume meaſure of 8 

the Spirit bloweth ho and pleaſeth, we ou 1 ag 0 
attempt ſo ebe ee wr deſpiſe or perſecute our 


— — for his — blamele —* 1 * 1 „e 
2 againſt „ Who is er o 
Sifts; w twe vey of Fenn han, 7 7. 0, 23- but 
his frops — by the „ Freq. 20. 26 · certainly 
5 to God, we content to wait 
his Leiſure, —— bimſelf by. his Alte, Phil. 3. 
iy. If anna. 5 winded , Coll ſſall in tino reveal tuen 
— Let ns therefore entertaig ſuc een, one, who pro- 
of his n with Münk, till he grow Ticon: 


1 85 ———— Conſeience returns vs flatly to our 
old EG Prelas-, * to the implicite Faith 
of the Papiftc , with this only difference, that we are por 
than either, becauſe our Conſciences "ple. us of doing 
which we condemn in others; for: — 1 am convih 
— 7 [as great @ Tyranny as mae high Compile 

een ee ee 


pery, 


(4 | 
pery , and dare we think that 40956 the ſame things we judge 
in others, we ſhall eſcape che 8 God, Row. 2.3. 

Force is puniſh dot ably not joſt, unleſi the of- 
fence be voluntary ; but he that believes according to the Evi- 
derice of his own reaſon ; is neceſſitated to that belief, and to 
compel him againſt it, were to drive him to renounce the moſt 
eſſential part of Man, his Reaſon? Why ſhould we be comman- 
ded to try the Spirits, 1 John 4.1. Ts prove all Things, 1 Theſſ. 5. 
21, If —— ——— to 2 on bb 
why are we enjoyned to hola faſt that which we find to if af- 
ter our moſt ſerious and deliberate Electiou we ſhall be whipt 
out of our Cenſcirnca by penalties to what purpoſe do we preach 
poor Souls into juſt ſo much Liberty of Scripture as may 
their Tortures, and not permit them to reſt, where they 
ſatisfaction either probibite to ſearch. at all, or leave us ſenſible 
of ſome benefit by teaching to believe what appears untrue, 
ſeems to me im , to profeſs what e believe untrue, l am 
1 hn | | 
it i — 2 — ſwerves from the Dictate of his 
Conſcience com 2 Row. 1.4. ſo without queſtion 
they that endea vont by p-aFtifice to draw any Man to pro- 
fels or act to what his Soul believes ate as deeply guil- 
ty of the ſame cxime: When you mound the weak. Corſcientes 
Brethren you ſin againſt „ 1 Cor. 8.12. how 

then do they expoſe themſelves to the juſt Ipdignation/of God 
who by Oaths, —— Forteitures, r. both drive o- 
—— by WG — were 
| attempt to extingui ighe ature , whi 
pdiſpenab1 obliges al men to deal with others, as they would 
be dealt with themſelves, a Light placed by God in clear and 
candid Souls to ſhine and 122 „ but in the black ones to 
condemn and burn them : I ſhall cloſe this Diſcourſe wich the 
Advice of the Apoſtle , Rom. 14. 15+ Let u albert fers ut vg 


—— rather in this, that no may pur 4 Hmminf blect befers l 
Brother. | | 
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In this my ſecond part I will ſet down 
unanſwerable Texts of Scripture againſt 
che ill practice of Coercency in Re- 
ligion. 


Nor are theſe ſo excellent and important Truths built only 
upon the firm Foundation of ſolid Reaſon, but alſo upon the In- 
fallible Authority of evidentScripture,2Tim.2. 24%. The ſervant of 
the Lord mult not ſtrive. but de gentle unto all men, apt ta teach 
forbearing,in Meekneſs iaſtructing thoſe that are contrary min- 
ded, if God perad venture will give them repentance, tu the 
acknowledging of the Truth, that they may convert themſelves 
out of the ſhare of the Devil, who are taken Capri ve by him at 
his Will: And another Apes forbidding us to condemn one 
another, ſaith Jm. . 12. There is one Lawgiver who is able to ſave 
and to deſtroy, who art thouthat judgeſe another Servant, to his own 
Maſter be ſranderh or falleth, yea he ſhall be holden up for God is 
able to male bim ſtand, one Matt” efteemeth ons day above another , 
another eft eemcth every day Aliks 1, every man be fully perſiva- 
ded in his on mind, haſt thop Faith, have it to thy felt before 
God, happy is he that condemneth not himlelf in that which he 
ä M Conſtience inwardly accuſeth not his out- 
ward P. n: The ſame moſt zealous of the Golpel returns 
ſo condeſcending and moderate an Anſwerto a Ceſe of a far hat- 
der ſound than we undertake, to maintain, that it ſufficiently 
ptoves, he tbok his gentle Pen from the ſoft wing of the Dove, 
1 Cor.7.12, If oy Brother hath a Wife that believeth not, and 
ſhe . to dell with him, let him not put her away, and 
the Woman that hach a Husband that believeth not, and he be 
eaſed to dwell with her, let her not leave him, but if the unbe⸗ 
ieving depart, let him depart, a Brother or a Siſter is not in 
Bondage in ſuch C/es, but God hath called us to peace, for what 
knoweſt thou O Wife, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy Husband,and 
what knoweſt thou O man, whether thou ſhalc ſave thy Wife; 
as God hath diftributed to every Man, as the Lord hath called 
every one ſo les him walk, and fo Ordain I in all Churches: 
What 


SY 
- 


(.9.) | 

What can be ſaid more efficaciouſly to oblige Chriſtians in cha- 
rity and meekneſs to forbear one another, than ſo expreſs an In- 
junction of ſo great an Apoſtle, to Tive peaceably even with an 
Infidel, and again, 2 Cor. 1.24. he denys that even the Apoſtles 
themſelves have any Soveraignty over the Conſcience , but only 
Commiſſiess to aſſiſt the Conſcrentions , not that we have (lays he 
to the Corinthians) Dominion over your Faith, but are — 
of your Joy, therein exaQly obſerving the Orders which Chrs/ 
gave to bis Apoſtles, Goand Teach, not Compel, and if any one 
receive you not ſhake off the Duſt of ur Feet, not 1rample 
them , as duſt under feet, Mat.10 14. conſtant to which 
ctrine of Meekneis our Saviour thus inſtrudts hisDiſciples, Adar. 
23. 9. Be not called Rabbi (that is Maſters in ſpiritual matters) 
for one is your Father, even Chriſt, and _— are Brethren, To 
this belongs the patient forbearing the Tares, and letting them 
grow together with the Wheat, till the time of Harveſt, as 

of mildneſs towards the Sams- 


alſo that gs 4 uy preſident 
tans, who refuſed to receive even Chriſt himſelf, whereupon: 
the Diſciples James and Yohn ten, immediately command 


fire from Heaven to conſume them, as in the days of Elias 
but our merciful Lord r their, zeal , with this ſweet and 
tender reply, you know not w manner of Spirit you are of, 
The ſon'of man is not come to de „ e ut to ſeue them, 
Luce 9. 54 Which one example abundantly farisfies all pbjecti- 
ons drawn from the practice of Elias, Febu the Sons of Levi, 
&c. in the old Teſtament for us, they had an expreſscom- 
mand from God to watrant their zeal, we have an expreſs War- 
rant from Chriſt to command us Meekneſs. If any one ſhall 
fhuffle in a ſuſpition, that this moderate temper was on- 
ly tor the times of perſecution,” when the Chriſtians no 
temporal power, let him firſt confeſs that thoſe were the beſt 
and pureſt times, and then ſhew a Warrant dormant under ove 
Saviours hand (that is in his Goſpel) to commiſſionate his Di- 
ſciples, as ſoon as they ſhould get the ſword into their hands, 
to cut the Throats of all diſſobeyers and I ſubmit, but if they 
can cite no ſuch Authority, let them freely ac knowledge that 
Perſecution for Conſcience is an vnwarrantable Tyranny over the 
juſt Priviledges and Liberty of a Chriſtian, 
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and walk beſore the Lord inthe Integrity of their heart, vho by 

the ee marks are _ diſcernible from all thoſe that for 
Dedauc in MA are 


confeſt dy all onderſtanding Bude Ten. 
is not the ſame thing with Truth of 
Jodgment — there could be hut —— kind, becauſe Truth 
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World, for though one man may ratue his 
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RAY ory agree to undo themſelves ſor a meer conceit , did 

they not ſeriouſly believe it more imports them to keep their 
Faith, than loſe their Fortunes. 

By theſe Rules we may eaſily conclude the admiſſion of thoſe 
pious and religious Perfons , whowere impriſoned and perſecu- 
ted by the late Prelates, who into the number of tender ar 
Nies „as alſo thoſe precious of the Lord , who 

luntary — left their and Country, to. 
the Liberty of the Goſpel the ſavage Heathens of A» 
merica. 

How are we degenerated from the primitive Believers, who 
would rai her _ iven their oma Lives, to perſwade their E- 
nemies to Piety, than ſought to take away the Lives of their. 
Brethren, to force — to H rifie. 

Which have been occa zofringing the Liberty of du. 
2 by violent means to alter Canſeiemions mens Jud gments, 
and their preſent perſwaſion, which kind of ſeverity l fear may. 


at laſt find the Truth of Gods Theearning, if you bite and de- 
voue. 
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